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energetic disarming of the regiment, without waiting for
the results of the conference. Avid cossack hands and eyes
searched the regimental baggage wagons, seizing not only
ammunition, but well-made boots, puttees, blankets,
jrousers, and food. At this experience of cossack justice,
some twenty Serdobsky men attempted to resist. With his
rifle butt one of them struck a cossack busily searching him,
and shouted : " Thief ! What are you taking my tobacco
pouch for ? Give it back ! "
He was restrained by his comrades. But an excited shout
arose:
" Comrades, to arms ! "
" They've tricked us."
" Don't give up your rifles ! "
Hand-to-hand fighting broke out, and the resisting Red
Army men were driven up against a wall, where the insurgent
cavalry cut them down in a couple of minutes.
With Volkov's arrival on the square the disarming pro-
ceeded still more rapidly. The Serdobsky men were drawn
Up in ranks, and piled their rifles, and hand grenades,
cartridge-belts, the field-telephone equipment, boxes of
cartridges and machine-gun belts on the ground.
Bogatiriev trotted on to the square. Riding his horse
along in front of the Serdobsky men, threateningly raising
his whip above his head, he shouted :
" Listen to me ! From to-day on you'll fight the accursed
communists and their soldiers. Those who go with us will
*}e pardoned, but those who try to get out of it will receive
v:hat reward ! " He pointed with his whip to the men,
already stripped to their underclothes, lying in a formless
white heap under the wall.
A quiet murmur ran through the ranks of the Red Army
men, but not one raised his voice aloud in protest, not one
broke from the ranks. The mounted and foot cossacks
surrounded the square in a solid ring, and close to the church
palisade the Serdobsky machine-guns had been trained on
the Serdobsky ranks, cossack machine-gunners standing
behind them ready to open fire.
Within an hour Voronovsky^and Volkov had picked out
the reliable men from the rest of the regiment. The newly
formed detachment was given the name of the cc First
Special Insurgent Battalion/' and it went out the same day